Background Passage:
John 6

Lesson Passage:
John 6:35-40

Focal Verse:
John 6:35

I am the bread of life; he who
comes to Me will not

hunger, and he who believes
in Me will never thirst.

Biblical Truth:
Salvation comes only through
faith in Jesus Christ alone.

Lesson Outline:

When we walk in faith we
understand the:

1. Source of Salvation

2. Security of Salvation

3. Sovereignty of Salvation

The Calling of Salvation January 3

Background & Introduction
Peter teaches us in his last letter to the churches that we should exhibit actions that
show proof of our salvation. These 8§ actions are callings that are placed on our
life by accepting God’s divine nature found in the first four verses leading up to
verse 5 (2 Peter 1:1-4)

*Let’s read 2 Peter 1:5-8 to discover God’s 8 Callings on a Christian’s life

*Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral
excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowletigel in your knowledge,
seltcontrol, and in your sel€ontrol, perseverance, and in your perseverance,
godliness/and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly
kindness, love®For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render
you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we are focusing on the action of faith.
We are calling it the Calling of Salvation

Without the calling of salvation on our lives we can never live the other seven
callings. These are divine characteristics of God and cannot be acted out
effectively by a person who does not possess the Holy Spirit.

We find in John 6 Jesus Christ explaining to followers the source, security, and
sovereignty of salvation. Salvation begins with faith in God an Almighty Creator
Who sent His Son to be the Savior of the world.

The Gospel of John is written by one of the twelve disciples. We find the thesis

verse of his book in chapter 20 verses 30 & 31: **Therefore many other signs Jesus
also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book;>'but these have been written so that you believethat Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of God; and thiaglievingyou may have life in His name.

BELIEVE is used 49 times in John’s Gospel. Its wooden meaning is to have faith
in or to entrust. The word does not mean just to believe on or in something, it
actually means to be persuaded of and have full confidence in something to the
point of full commitment.

To believe something as fact is one thing, to be committed to it is totally different.

As a result of reading John’s book, the reader can have faith in the fact that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God and that He alone provides eternal life.

Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things¢mot
(Heb 11:1).

Christians have assurance of their eternal life in Heaven and know that

Jesus Christ lives inside of their life as the Holy Spirit. This is faith worked out
through the calling of salvation.

Today we understand three keys to salvation if we walk in faith.



ILLUSTRATION:

The reality is that our church
is filled with individuals who
do not claim that having faith
in Jesus is the only way for a
person to have eternal life.
When a person has this point
of view, all Scriptural
authority is compromised and
leads to a foundation that is
built on the sand. A sound
biblical worldview is one that
helps the Christian define
their

position in this world and that
position is temporal. The only
way for a person to
experience life eternally with
God is through a relationship
with His Son Jesus.

APPLICATION:
Ask for specific testimonies
from members of the class

Recall & discuss testimonies of
the daily devotions

Make the connection that
Jesus Christ is the only source
of our salvation. This comes
through having faith in a
sinless, crucified, arisen
Savior.
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When we walk in faith we understand the:
1) Source of Salvation v. 35 & 36

% Jesus said to them, "l am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger,

and he who believes in Me will never thirdt'But | said to you that you have
seen Me, and yet do not believe.

Jesus alone is the source of a person’s salvation.

Ilustrate:

51% of American Protestant Pastors have a Biblical Worldview. Defining such a
worldview as believing that absolute moral truth exists, that it is based upon the
Bible, and having a biblical view on six core beliefs (the accuracy of biblical
teaching, the sinless nature of Jesus, the literal existence of Satan, the omnipotence
and omniscience of God, salvation by grace alone, and the personal responsibility
to evangelize). Of the denominations surveyed, the Southern Baptist pastors
percentage of having a Biblical Worldview was 71%. (Barna Group, Jan 2004)

The ISSUE:

Many “Christians” are willing to accept faith in something outside of Jesus Christ
alone for the source of their salvation. This means they are willing to compromise
on Scriptural authority.

There are twenty-three I AM statements in the Book of John that point to the fact
that Jesus Christ is God. The Yahweh of the Old Testament. He is the coming
King. In seven of these I AM statements, Jesus joins the phrase with metaphors of
His saving relationship with the people who accept Him. These paint a picture of
Who Jesus is to the saved man or woman. Showing the source of His salvation:

The Bread of Life (6:35, 41, 48, 51)

-Jesus is the One Who will always provide for our every need
The Light of the World (8:12)

-Jesus is the One Who will always shine the light for our path
The Door of the Sheep (10:7 & 9)

-Jesus is the One Who allows the entrance into the Eternal Kingdom
The Good Shepherd (10:11 & 14)

-Jesus is the One Who will always protect

The Resurrection and the Life (11:25)

-Jesus is the One Who holds the time of life

The Way, the Truth, and the Life (14:6)

-Jesus is the One Who grants the approach to Father God

The True Vine (15:1 & 5)

-Jesus is the One Who sets the standard for the Christian life

The source of salvation is found through faith in Jesus Christ alone as the Savior
of this world.

*When did you ask Jesus Christ to be your only source for salvation for eternal
life?



ILLUSTRATION:

The Bible teaches that doubt
is a reality:

Jeremiah battled with doubt.
He doubted his calling from
Almighty God. Just like
Jeremiah, we can doubt our
calling from Almighty God.

See Jeremiah 20:1-13

(The last of five confessions
due to the third of ten severe
trials. This confession of
doubt led Jeremiah to be
confident in the calling of
salvation and proclamation)

How do we deal with doubt?
1) 1-6=Acknowledge that
tough times to stand for Christ
will come and that we must
speak the truth in love. If we
ever face doubt, rely on the
testimony of Christ and what
He has done in your life;
proclaiming the testimony for
all to hear.

2) 7 - 10 = Be honest with
yourself and with God through
LINJ & S NI
world in your doubt; cry out
to God. All will face
persecution from Satan and
the world, causing doubt.
Acknowledge your weakness
and give it over to God.

3) 11 - 13 =Recall Who is in
control and Who saved you.
Salvation was a calling placed
2y
answered call is never
forsaken nor forgotten by
Jesus Christ.

Our security is found in the
Scripture:

Joshua 1:4 -6

John 10:27 - 28

1John 5:13

God stated He will never leave
us and always be our Savior
through Jesus Christ.
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different.
oy AyRAQAletQa

When we walk in faith we understand the:
2) Security of Salvation v. 37 - 39

Al that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me |
will certainly not cast out®For | have come down from heaven, not to do My own
will, but the will of Him who sent M&This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of
all that He has given Me | lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.

If God has the ability to create the Universe out of nothing, He has the ability to
raise us up to Himself for eternity!

ILLUSTRATE:

It is fun to watch people riding a roller coaster. We can almost feel what it is like
by watching, listening, and studying the ride. We can even tell others how it
works and how it can be a great experience if they try it. However, without ever
actually riding the roller coaster, one is left empty, not truly knowing what the ride
is like and not convinced it is actually something they want to experience. But
once you place the buckle on for the first time and ride the ride, you will never
forget it. You have a place and experience no one can argue with you about.

When we accept Jesus Christ alone for salvation, we have three specific
experiences that confirm our faith walk with Him:

1- Our actual testimony of calling out to the Lord. Romans 10:9 — 10 = that if you
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised

5 2 Y Q (Hirh ffeh? thé #elld, ycu willke saved; for with the heart a person believes,

resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.
DISCUSS = When did this happen to you?

2- The presence of the Holy Spirit in the Christians life. Romans 8:16 = The Spirit
Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God.

*We think differently, we see differently, we act differently, we know that we are

ftATSD ¢ KAA

DISCUSS = conviction of the Holy Spirit for guidance and for rebuke

3- Our obedience through baptism. Matthew 28:19 = baptizing them in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spikite also Acts 10:44 — 48)

DISCUSS = when did this happen to you?
*What causes Christians to lose their security of salvation?

*Could it be that Satan has such a hold on the individual they cannot feel the
presence of the Spirit? Ephesians 4:25 —32 & 1 Thes 5:19



ILLUSTRATION:

We find in Scripture that God
reveals Himself to people in a
variety of ways. The common
denominator though is that
Christians are at the center of
I LISNB2Yy QA&
experience. God uses His
faithful to fulfill His sovereign
plan.

Discuss the six people who
came to faith in Jesus and how
they were counseled along
the way through individuals.
Discuss some of the salvation
testimonies of the devotion
writers throughout this week
and the individuals who
played the vital role in leading
them to the Lord.

APPLICATION:

Use the tract provided in
order to show how we can
lead people to the Lord Jesus
for salvation.

Discuss questions with the
group and be honest with
your own answers.

God has a sovereign plan. He
sent someone to witness to
you in that plan. His
sovereignty is worked out
through the faithfulness of His
people.
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When we walk in faith we understand the:
3) Sovereignty of Salvation v. 40

52 v #5heE this i the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and

believes in Him will have eternal life, and | Myself will raise him up on the last
day."

Christians should know that God desires all mankind to accept Him for salvation.

In Matthew’s Gospel, the Great Commission clearly states a command that if not

carried out, the Christian walks in direct disobedience to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 28:18 20 ='8And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on e&tBo therefore andhake
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spiritteaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, |
am with you always, even to the end of the age."”

It is the purpose of God that all of His followers be about the business of making
disciples.

-First = their personal testimony of what Christ did in them

-Second = the Gospel message of what Christ did for the world

Salvation is for all people:

John 3 = Nicodemus > highly religious

John 4 = Woman at the well > poor peasant
Luke 18 = Bartimaeus > poor, blind beggar
Luke 19 = Zaccheus > wealthy & in the know
Acts 8 = Ethiopian > Queen’s treasurer

Acts 10 = Cornelius > highly regarded leader

If you are a Christian, God did a sovereign work in your life. He snatched you out
of this dark world and placed you on His team. It is your responsibility to share

with the lost the salvation you have in Christ Jesus.

John 3:16 = "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

ILLUSTRATE = Use a tract to witness this special, sovereign gift you have.
(IN THE SSCG RESOURCE BOX)

*Is there someone you have difficulty loving that inhibits you from sharing the
greatest gift of all?

*What is the testimony of God’s sovereign work in your life?
*How can you begin sharing the Gospel with the world around you?

* Are you convicted that not sharing the Gospel of Jesus is a sin?



Notes:
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Conclusion:

People are found lost. Romans 3:23 states that all have sinned and have fallen
short of God’s glory. This glory cannot be attained by a lost man or woman. This
glory is God’s holiness. He cannot be around unholiness. Unholiness is darkness
and God has nothing to do with the dark. Therefore, we all have fallen short of the
holiness of God and need a bridge to get from our lost state to being holy so that
God can accept our worship. This only comes through the work of Jesus Christ on
the Cross. He gave His life as an atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world. The
payment for the sin humans have that separates us from God is death; but God
provides a gift far greater than the payment, and that is eternal life (Romans 6:23).
This life is found in having a relationship with Jesus Christ His Son. The Bible
says that if we confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord of all and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, a person will be saved for eternity
(Romans 10:9).

The Calling of Salvation is a response someone has to faith in Jesus as their Lord.
The greatest gift of all time is that of Jesus Christ as Savior of the world. As a
Christian it is one’s responsibility to proclaim this gift to the world using their
personal testimony of what God did in their life and what He is currently doing in
his or her life.

*MAIN QUESTIONS TO ANSWER:

Have you answered the Calling of Salvation for your life?

Who are you seeking to share the Gospel message with this week?



Background Passage:
2 Corinthians 5:12 - 7:1

Lesson Passage:
2 Corinthians 6:14 - 7:1

Focal Verse:
2 Corinthians 6:14

Do not be bound together
with unbelievers; for what
partnership have
righteousness and
lawlessness, or what
fellowship has light with
darkness?

Biblical Truth:

Christians are a new creation
and are called to be light in
the darkness. One can only
fulfill that role by being
morally excellent. This comes
through the power of the Holy
Spirit, being separate unto
Christ.

Lesson Outline:

The standard of moral

excellence is seen in the:

1. Command of Separation
v1d-16a

2. Pledge of Separation
v 16b - 18

3. Action of Separation
v7:1

The Calling of Separation January 10

Background & Introduction
REVIEW:
Peter teaches us in his last letter to the churches that we should exhibit actions that
show proof of our salvation.
*Let’s read 2 Peter 1:5-8 to review God’s 8 Callings on a Christian’s life
>Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral
excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowletge] in your knowledge,
seltcontrol, and in your sel€ontrol, perseverance, and in your perseverance,
godliness/and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly
kindness, love®For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render
you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we are focusing on the action of moral excellence.
This is the Calling of Separation

The text is 2 Corinthians 6:14 - 7:1. Paul writes his second letter to the Corinthian
church with some relief that the people had repented from their ways addressed in
the first letter, however Paul realized that there were still some false teachings
being embraced by pockets within the city. Paul’s theme is to encourage the saints
to walk separate unto Christ pointing to His return so that others would truly know
the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

Christians are tasked to live in the world, but in the living not to allow the world,
and its darkness, to seep into the light. As we live among those we attempt to
reach for Christ, there are a few reminders that Paul writes that keep the church
and its members on track with the Gospel message. The theme verse for this week
is 2 Corinthians 6:14, “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what
partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with
darkness?0o0

How many times do Christians team up with non-Christians in the world today?
Not out of job requirement or duty to the corporation, but out of choice. Christians
are called to love the lost and share the Gospel with the lost. Christians are not
called to team up in business ventures, dating scenarios, marriage, etc. when

long term relationships require both parties to have a Biblical worldview.

In his commentary on Isaiah, H. A. Ironside tells of some boys who caught two
chirping baby linnets. They decided to teach these birds to sing by placing them in
a small cage and hanging it next to the cage of a pet canary. The canary, of
course, sang beautifully, so the boys thought if the linnets were close to it they too
would become good songbirds. Several weeks went by with no apparent results.
Then one day the youngsters were startled by a strange sound coming from the
canary’s cage. “Listen,” said one of them, “the canary is cheeping like a linnet.”

A similar danger awaits the Christian who fellowships with ungodly people in the
world. He will become like them. But worse than that, he will incur the disfavor of
the Heavenly Father, whose will it is that His children separate themselves from
sin and evil. Our Daily Bread, July 15

We will now discover the standard of moral excellence all Christians are called to
live in the Calling of Separation.



ILLUSTRATION

God never intends for us to be
bound to a person that holds
us back spiritually. A bump in
the road due to sin or selfish
behavior is a cause for
repentance and restoration. A
hardened heart of the lost
with a godless perceptive
cannot be the union God
desires all Christians to have
for Kingdom purpose.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCE
Psaim1:1-3

"How blessed is the man who
does not walk in the counsel of
the wicked, Nor stand in the
path of sinners, Nor sit in the
seat of scoffers! ’But his
delight is in the law of the
LORD, And in His law he medi-
tates day and night. *He will
be like a tree firmly planted by
streams of water, Which yields
its fruit in its season And its
leaf does not wither; And in
whatever he does, he
prospers.

1 Corinthians 5: 9 - 13

° wrote you in my letter not
to associate with immoral
people; | did not at all mean
with the immoral people of
this world, or with the
covetous and swindlers, or
with idolaters, for then you
would have to go out of the
world. *But actually, | wrote
to you not to associate with
any so-called brother if he is
an immoral person, or
covetous, or an idolater, or a
reviler, or a drunkard, or a
swindler--not even to eat with
such a one. ’For what have |
to do with judging outsiders?
Do you not judge those who
are within the church? But
those who are outside, God
judges. REMIOVE THE WICKED
MAN FROM AMONG
YOURSELVES.

The Calling of Separation January 10

We see the standard of Moral Excellence in the
1) Command of Separation v 140 16a

“Bound together” or “unequally yoked” = This speaks of a time when a farmer
would yoke up two oxen or donkeys to pull a cart or plow. They put two like
sized and like breed together in order to accomplish the task that must be
accomplished.

This verse comes in the context of 2 Corinthians 5:12 - 21 being reconciled to God
in order to reach the lost through the Gospel of Christ. Christians are called out to
speak out.

*Christians cannot justify being aligned with the lost. Friend, yes.
Accountability, no. Spiritual support, no. Covenant agreement, no.

ILLUSTRATION = Today it would be like framing a house without a pneumatic
nail gun. Usually there is a 3 — 5 man team for framing a house. If you have the
team on the roof placing decking the last thing you want is one of the teammates to
be swinging a 24 oz hammer while two other guys are popping 8 penny nails with
one click.

We are to be bound together with certain people. Christian people living in the
power of the spirit.

Contrast:

Partnership = Righteousness vs. Lawlessness

Fellowship = Light vs. Dark

Harmony = Christ vs. Belial (Satan)

Commonness = Believer vs. Unbeliever

Agreement = Temple of God (the Christian) vs. Idols (sin)

The command is made clear about uniting with unbelievers in Psalm 1:1 - 3
-Don’t walk with, stand and talk with, sit and discuss with the wicked. These can
be people in the church and out of the church, these are lost people.

What happens when a person of God tries to blend their walk with the walk of a
lost person or a person living in rebellion not of like-mindedness?

Story of Lot = Genesis 19: 12 - 26 > Lot lost everything when attempting to
mesh his circumstances with his own convictions.

What about those in the church that act like unbelievers?

The command is made clear in 1 Corinthians 5: 9 - 13

-Jesus makes it clear to love your neighbor, no matter who the neighbor is. Paul is
warning Christians to watch out for religious people who come in the camp of
Christ like wolves in sheep's clothing.

APPLICATION = In order to live a separate life, what must change?
-Friendships (people we associate with during free time)
-Establishments (places we frequent for business & leisure)



ILLUSTRATION: The Calling of Separation January 10

Claim the Promises of God

through the power of Christ .
salvation = John 3:16 We see the standard of Moral Excellence in the
For God so loved the world that 2) Pledge of Separation v 16b - 18

He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him God makes 3 promises, pledges to those He calls His own and are separate unto
should not perish but have

everlasting life. Jesus.

FLFX. StASPS Ay WSadzar D2RQa {2yX

CKSYy X 9uSNyFt [ MY Bledwells within Christians

et e 25 This Greek term for dwell is used in only 5 circumstances in Scripture. This

@ i i, @y oo e describes the intimacy of the innermost parts of the soul. When a person says yes
and are heavy laden, and | will to Jesus, God comes into the person and dwells in the innermost parts of their soul.
give you rest. -God in the believer = 2 Corinthians 6:16b

Sot r:stx R I 1 f;IoliI/ §p§1¥t Yr'iébRliever = Rom 8:11 and 2 Timothy 1:14
' -The Word of Christ (the Gospel) in the believer = Colossians 3:16
Holiness = 1 Corinthians 10:13 -The reality faith within the believer = 2 Timothy 1:5

No temptation has overtaken you  _The reality of sin in a believer = Romans 7:17
except such as is common to man;

but God is faithful, who will not Lo
allow you to be tempted beyond B) He welcomes Christians

what you are able, but with the The Greek term for welcome or receive is only used this once in all of Scripture.
temptation will also make the Eisdechomailt is not merely “to accept” but rather “to receive into or admit”.
e ?O( e thatyoumaybe  There is a deeper link to the “come out and be separate”. Non-Christians are
FLFX{SFNDK 1 Aa galledte walk away from the idolatrous behavior and sin, immediately. Jesus is
GSYLIW I GA2y s ¢KS vhesis-beakrigiServant from Isaiah 52 and when His redemption comes Christians
deliverer are to flee from the unclean past and embrace the power filled present

Fellowship = 1 John 1:7 (Isa 52:1 1)-

But if we walk in the light as He is
in the light, we have fellowship  C) He makes Christians His children

with one another, and the blood R omans 8:14 - 17 explains that Christians are adopted unto the Father and they cry

Jesus Christ His Son cl L L : . ) )
;ﬁ) ;sglsl S,.nns 5200 EAnseStS  Gut Abba Father. This is an intimate relationship between the believer in the

FLFX6FE1 Ay GKS Gospel efiGhrigt aadyAIgMighty God through the Spirit.
will have fellowship ILLUSTRATE =

We are a child of the King with Jesus as Savior
Provision = Matthew 6:25 ¢ 34 My Father is rich in houses and lands, He holdeth the wealth of the world in His hands!
But seek first the kingdom of God (3 rybjes and diamonds, of silver and gold, His coffers are full, He has riches untold.
and His righteousness, and all My Father’s own Son, the Saviour of men, Once wandered on earth as the poorest of them;
izt Gitings sz el But now He is reigning forever on high, And will give me a home in heaven by and by.

you. - aa 2 2 Io an oufcast, stranger on earth, A sinner by choice, and an alien by birth;
ll:\l }\f ; é E 2 S }jzé ;J/ g ; 5 ; A ?jﬁ%%?ﬁl ' g(t) \£n§]§aﬁlg’swritten down, An heir to a mansion, a robe and a crown.
’m a child of the King; a chi ofthe King;

With Jesus my Saviour, I’m a child of the King.

Prayer = Matthew 7:7 ¢ 11 .
Harriet E. Buell

Ask, and it will be given to you;
seek, and you will find; knock, and
it will be opened to you. __*Called by God to be separate. Christians are His children.
FLTXGS Falz aSSig by 6 iHexXChiMlidn is to be SEPARATE.

¢CKSYXIS gAtft 3IAADS

Joy = Psalm 1:1 ¢ 3 What do we have to do in order for His tabernacle power to reside in overflow?
Blessed is the man Who walks not ~'What causes disharmony in everyday life?
in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor  _computer...be separate and I will dwell
stands in the path of sinners, Nor 11 ph b t d T will dwell
sits in the seat of the scornful -cell phone...be separate an Wl we
FLTXEAGS Ay N 3 ripsrsairs. hessgparate andslywill dwell
we have true joy -a place...be separate and I will dwell

-a position...be separate and I will dwell



ILLUSTRATE:

We can ask 6 questions that
will help us know if we are
living separate unto our Lord,
Jesus:

-Is what | am doing for the
glory of God?

-Does it have the appearance
of evil?

-Is it a stumbling stone for
weaker Christians?

-Will it be a weight that drags
me down?

-Does it make my prayer life
more difficult?

1y L

it?

a1

These six questions are a
litmus test to tell the Christian
if they can truly say, | am
living separate unto Christ.
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We see the standard of Moral Excellence in the
3) Action of Separation v 7:1

Since we have the promises of God for us to be separate unto Christ, we must
claim them through our cleansed, holy living.

Cleanse = literally to make clean from physical defilement and dirt. To clean up
disease ridden bodies and clothes. This phrase is used only this one time in the

New Testament and three in the Old Testament and was referring to the cleansing

of oneself from living in sin, worshipping gods.
We are called to live a holy life, separate unto Christ. He admits us; receives us
into His Kingdom.

What must we do to cleanse ourselves and live separated unto Christ Jesus?

-Admit to God that you can’t do it without His strength

-Ask God to reveal anything that separates you from His fellowship

-Realize that Satan is real and on the prowl to stop your ministry

-Claim the blood of the Cross over your sin

-Ask God to place steps on the path to help guide you through everyday
“Holiness does not consist in mystic speculations, enthusiastic fervours, or
uncommanded austerities; it consists in thinking as God thinks, and willing as
God wills.”
John Brown, nineteentbentury Scottish theologian The Pursuit of Holiness, p. 51

Christians are called out to live holy lives unto Christ for the purpose of the

D 2 R &85PY-¢ Angwesing the Gallmgrof Separation means you say no to self and yes to

Christ living a life of moral excellence. This does not happen because it is thought
upon, it happens because individuals act upon the calling. The Christian must be
willing to come face to face with the fact that they still wrestle in the sin of this
world and will until they are called to be with Christ in Heaven.

This brings us to the first sermon of Jesus, the Sermon on the Mount recorded in
Matthew 5 - 7. Jesus is addressing those who are attempting to live holy lives
through the law. This cannot be accomplished. He addresses this in chapter 5 and
ends the discussion in 5:43 - 48. Focus on vs. 48.

Living out the law through action cannot be done.

When we ask the Lord Jesus to rule our lives, He sends His Spirit to guide, protect,
convict, and strengthen so that His work can be done through you.

The law is etched on our hearts and living out the commands are natural
byproducts of His Spirit living in and through us. We are free from the law.

#1 = Have you placed Jesus first?

#2 = Stop trying so hard and let Him take the helm

#3 = Become an encouragement to others as they pursue righteous living by
allowing the Holy Spirit to transform their walk



Notes:

*REMEMBER

Use the devotions for extra
illustrations.
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Conclusion:
Be separate unto Jesus Christ! Why?

Peter discusses this separate living of a righteousness in 2 Peter 2:7 - 9, the chapter
after addressing the eight callings.

He explains that God will deliver those who continue to follow Him when
surrounded by the filth of the world if they will continue with Him in
righteousness and become separate from the world in the power of Jesus Christ.

Virtue (moral excellence) can only be attained through the manifestation of divine
power. This divine power comes only through Jesus Christ. Christians will win
this world by living in the world but not conforming to the world. Loving the
world the way God loves the world. The testimony of those walking in separation
will draw the lost to the Light.

We will begin to walk in moral excellence and answer the calling of separation
when we:

Accept the Command of Separation

Remember the Pledge of Separation

And...

Implement the Action of Separation

Discuss:

How can we as a Connection Group live in the world and attract the lost to the
Light?

Suggestions:

-volunteer at in the public schools

-have a party and invite lost friends and neighbors to join the group
-volunteer to serve refreshments at a local non-church sports event



Background Passage:
John 8

Lesson Passage:
John 8:31-32

Focal Verses:

John 8:31 - 32

3150 Jesus was saying to those
Jews who had believed Him,
"If you continue in My word,
then you are truly disciples of
Mine;*’and you will know the
truth, and the truth will make
you free."

Biblical Truth:

Sanctification comes through
the process of living out the
Word of God, a life of
holiness.

Lesson Outline:

When we answer the calling

of sanctification we discover
the:

1. Foundation of Truth

2. Fundamentals of the Truth
3. Force of Truth

The Calling of Sanctification January 17

Background & Introduction
Peter explains that there are eight qualities that should be evident and growing in
the Christian as we walk through the last days.

READ =2 Peter 1:5 -7

These 8 qualities call us to specific actions. At Olive, we call them the Eight
Callings of God.

We learned three weeks ago that these qualities/actions will not happen if you do
not have the calling of salvation, faith that saves a man, woman, boy, and girl.

Last week we discussed the quality of being morally excellent in
the calling of separation

This morning we are going to dive into the quality of knowledge, what we term
The Calling of Sanctification

The definition of sanctification is to make holy; to grow in holiness, to be free of
sin.

We will find that we grow in holiness when we draw near to God through
knowledge, the Word of Truth.

Our key text is John 8:31 & 32

BACKGROUND

Jesus is in a discussion with men and women who do not believe the truth that He
is the Son of God. They are in a battle in the temple complex over the fact that He
is fulfilled prophecy.

Jesus was dealing with two types of people:

-Atheists — who believed that He was not God in the flesh

-Agnostics — who couldn’t believe that He was God in the flesh because of the
lack of knowledge

Jesus says to both of these accusers, if you come to know the truth, the truth will
set you free.

Sanctification is the process which Christians grow closer to God through holy
living. This holiness is attained by living the truth of Scripture. Knowledge is
gained by the believer through saturating oneself with the Word of God with the
intent of living it out. Thus sanctification becomes a real process for those
following after the Lord through the truth of His Word.

How do Christians combat the force of darkness (atheists, agnostics, etc)?
Through the proven Word of Truth. It sets the soul free. It opens eyes and hearts

so that the lost can see the Lord.

*Let’s Read John 8:31 & 32



Discuss:

Truth = (alethia) absolute fact.
The thing that corresponds to
fact or reality.

In Pensacola, what are issues
of truth residents are dealing
with today?

-health

-raise from employment
-extended construction tasks
-fuel efficiency

How do we shine the real
truth in the midst of false
hope and misinformation?

-Jesus is the standard for living
the truth

>Christians fail and can never
be the standard for truth. We
can be light, but not the
standard. Christians are saved
and in a sanctification process

-The church is the standard
for proclaiming the truth

>The church is not a perfect
place, but the message should
always be one from the Bible

-The Bible is the standard for
containing the truth

>The Bible can only be held as
truth if it is used correctly.
Scripture taken out of context
to be used for gain is sin.
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When we answer the calling of sanctification we discover the:

1. Foundation of Truth

Everyone is looking for truth.

ILLUSTRATE =

Can we really believe what we read on email?

How many times do we receive forwards from very loving and well intended
friends and family that have awesome illustrations and sometimes even video, only
to find that the whole message was a hoax and video was tampered. We are
surrounded in a day when truth blends with fiction and many individuals would
rather accept false hope and lies rather than the truth in love.

So, What is truth?
We find three sources of truth in Scripture:

A. Person of Truth — Jesus Christ
John 14:6 = | am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except
through Me.

B. Place of Truth — The Church

1 Timothy 3:15 =you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's
household, which is thehurchof the living God, the pillar and foundation of the
truth.

The foundation and pillar of truth. The church must preach and teach truth from
Scripture.

C. Page of Truth — The Bible

2 Timothy 2:15 = Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word o
truth.

-93% of Americans own at least one Bible

-40% of Americans can’t tell you Who preached The Sermon on the Mount
-50% of Americans cannot name the four gospels

-30% of teenagers know why we celebrate Easter Sunday

The state of many Christians = saved but not sanctified

1 Peter 3:15 — 16 says:

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do thi
with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their

slander.

We have a reason to give hope through truth.
*That hope is found in John 3:16

We know the truth and it will set all people free.



ILLUSTRATE:

In a typical week, during how
many days, if any, would you
read the Bible, not including
the time you are at church?

National statistics:
-Daily, 13%
-3 times a week, 32%

-Not at all, 43%

Barna Research Group

The Lord | love went on ahead
To make a home for me He
said.

He would come back again,
and He

Oh, Gracious Love He wrote to
me!

He knew | was so weak and
blind

And foolish, that | could not
find

The road alone. He wrote me
things
¢CKEG I
its kings
Have never guessed but |
foreknow.

For | read His letter and oh
The depths of love on every
sheet

My soul is trembling at His
feet

What would He have thought
of me

If when | saw Him | should say
| was too busy everyday

To read the letter You wrote
to me

L NBIfteé
Source unknown

tt

List the hurdles on the board:
-time

-discipline

-understanding

-rebellion

-disbelief

*Pray and ask God to
breakthrough with the
fundamental element of Truth
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When we answer the calling of sanctification we discover the:

2. Fundamentals of the Truth

-John 8 says that we are to abide in the Word; that is live in the Word
-Proverbs 23:23 commands us to buy the truth and not sell it

-A fundamental of the truth is studying the Bible.

We are not just hearers, but doers of the Word of God. Christians are to ingest
Scripture in a way that the principles come out through everyday life.

There are no excuses to not reading the Word of God (doublenegative)
-The Bible was the first book ever published on the printing press

-1t is still the number one bestseller

-The Bible is in 1,946 languages around the world

-There are over 30 different English translations of the Word of God
-Today at Olive, we will have over 15 Bible in the lost and found box
*We have no excuse when it comes to the ability to study God’s Word

READ = James 1: 21 - 26

We find three specific strengths in a believer if he or she would study:

1) Able to save = receive the Word not with arrogance, but rather meekness

2) Able to reproduce = when a Christians decide to practice the instruction, they
begin to see the promises come to life in themselves and the Word begins to
flow out. The mirror view will not be forgotten. The truth penetrates the soul
in a way that Christians must live it out.

3) Able to receive and give blessings = after the reader receives with an open

& NI K o eagreflects yv'glyan pRglﬁheart, then the reader will become a doer, blessing

whom he comes into contact and receiving the blessing from God for their
obedience in the ministry.

Psalm 1:1 - 3 explains the blessing of the individual that meditates on the Word
rather than associate with the world.

Christians are to seek counsel from the Bible and from godly people.

Then they will be a strong tree whose branches provide shade for the seeking in
times of extreme heat. Fruit will continue to come because of the diligence of the
righteous in the Word of Truth.

Jesus Christ instructs the masses with His last illustration from the Sermon on the
Mount &Matthew 7:24 - 27{2 be.a doer, not just a hearer.
UAYS SSo

KERY Q{8 person rehds Nid &8s

-Foolish person reads and walks away
In order to study God’s Word, we must read God’s Word.
If you can read, you can study.

Ask God before you sit down for your daily study time,
Psalm 119:18 = Open my eyes that | may see wonderful things in your law.

*What hurdles are in place that keep us from studying God’s Word?



DISCUSS:
What are the forces that are
holding you back today?

Religiously -

-Is church a chore?

-Are you more worried about
what to wear on the outside
than what you represent on
the inside?

-Are we afraid to change
because we like a place that is
predictable in an ever
changing world?

Sin & Guilt -

-Do you need to forgive
someone for doing terrible
things to you?

-Do you need to ask
forgiveness from someone
who you have done terrible
things to?

-Are you afraid to admit that
the consequence of the sin
you did in the past are still
plaguing you today and into
the future?

Anxiety -

-Are you serving others in
such a way that your needs
seem minuet?

-Can you do anything about
what you are worrying about?
-What can you do to fix the
issue you are worrying about?

Thomas Kepler tracked worry
of individuals and found the

following:
Ly | @SNY 3S
L&A C20dzaSR hyX

40%T things that will never

happen
30%T things about the past
GKFG OFyQid o8

12%T things about criticism
by others, mostly untrue
10%T about health, which
gets worse with stress

8%T about real problems that
will be faced
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When we answer the calling of sanctification we discover the:

3. Force of Truth

Looking at our key verse in John 8:32

If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;
and you will know the truttand the truth will make you free.

Jesus gives us liberty. He will set you free and give strength.

*There must be freedom from strongholds in order to see the strength.
ILLUSTRATIONS =

-boat rope and the dock...untie and set sail

-bull in the stalls...open the gate and get in the game

-runner with a parachute...release and speed down the field

There is a force that holds Christians back from living in freedom.
When we are committed to growing in knowledge, Jesus will sets free the forces in

our life that hold us in bondage:

1-Sets us free from religiosity

Mark 7:87 9 = Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of

men. He was also saying to them, you are experts at setting aside the
commandment of God in order to keep your tradition.

Jesus is addressing a religious group who would rather throw rocks at those who
“break the law”, than to love them in Jesus name. Christians should be on guard
not to slip into a judging nature when someone comes along that looks, speaks,
and smells different than the norm. They are made in God’s image and need to be
loved the way He loves...unconditionally.

Tradition wants us to LOOK right rather than BE right.

2-Sets us free from sin & guilt

Romans 6: 1523 = ...you have been set free from sin...

Paul exclaims that once free in Christ, a person is set free from thelaw and placed
into liberty. No longer are they bound by sin, for Jesus Christ bore the sin and
guilt upon the cross and that is His free gift to man, eternal life, free of guilt.

3 - Sets us free frqm anxjety

tS Nﬁ&eﬁ%a 1- 34 £ A bt be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen

gladly to give you the Kingdom
Jesus is saying, Christian, stop worrying about yourself and serve others. Then the
things you might worry about will be provided by the Father.

(dhristignsy ik discover the force of truth that sets free the bondage that causes
life’s stress. Give Him your religion, sin & guilt, and anxiety today.

What is holding you back from truly living in freedom?

-Salvation

-Obedience in Baptism

-Unrepentant sin

-Quenching the Holy Spirit



NOTES:

The average person can read
through the Bible in one year
if they would spend 12
minutes each day reading the
text.

The Calling of Sanctification January 17

We are called to live in freedom. Live in the truth. Do not be given to myths;
know the truth.

The truth is that Christ sets us free v 36
% S0 if the Son makes you free, you

The calling of sanctification requires us to:
-know the foundation of Truth

-act on the fundamental element of the Truth
-accept the force of Truth

First comes Salvation through faith
*Has the Son set you free?

Separation comes through living a life of moral excellence
*Are you living separate unto Christ in His power?

Sanctification comes through growing in the knowledge of Jesus Christ

*Are you ready to begin the sanctified life by living in the knowledge of the Word
of God?

The Truth is right in the Word of God!

w



Background Passage: The Calling of Service January 24
1 Corinthians 9: 19 - 27

Background & Introduction

Self-control = the ability to control your own behavior, especially in terms of
reactions and impulses > strength of mind, strength of will, restraint

Lesson Passage: Physically:
1 Corinthians 9:24 - 27 In the US...

58 million Overweight; 40 Million Obese; 3 Million morbidly Obese
80% over 25's are Overweight
76% increase in Type II diabetes in adults 30-40 yrs old since 1990 due to obesity

Financially:
Focal Verses: In the US...
1 Corinthians 9:27 About 43% of American families spend more than they earn each year

Average households carry $8,000 in credit card debt

but I discipline my body and  pergonal bankruptcies have doubled in the past decade

make it my slave, so that,
after | have preached to .. .
others, | myself will not be Sp 1r1tually.

Only 54% of Christians read the Bible at least once per week

disqualified.

Take an assessment right now:

-How many minutes have you spent in meditation today?

-How many minutes will you spend reading God’s Word today?
Biblical Truth:

When we have self-control,
our soul leads us to serving
others. We begin to serve
others as a second nature
before serving ourselves. back.

When out of control, our eyes

look inward. When we have ~ When we are under control, we are able to serve others.
self-control our eyes naturally  Serving others becomes second nature versus serving ourselves.
look outward. Self-control is a
gift from God through His
spirit and is lived out of
overflow by the believer.

*We are out of control.

Proverbs 29:11 says that a fool vents all his feelings, but a wise man holds them

Generally when a person loses control it is a result of something the individual has
brought on themselves. It usually is not because they are looking out for others, it
usually is because they am looking out for #1 (in the world’s eyes)

Lesson Outline:

Run in such a way that you The key text today is 1 Corinthians 9:24 - 27

win

In order to win the prize it Self-control or the Calling of Service in the next mark in the series of the eight
takes discipline marks of a disciple, The Callings of God from 2 Peter 1:5 - 7.

The race for the Christian N .
reaps eternal reward Paul breaks down self-control to discipline and in turn when he has successfully

disciplined his mind, will, and emotion becomes a change agent for God.
Through this discipline, he begins to use the spiritual gift God granted him
(preaching) through serving Christ and the Kingdom.

Discipline is focused for the
Christian

TTTTTTTTTTTTT

The Life of Daniel...Serving the
Lord



DISCUSS: The Calling of Service January 24

Are you running so that you

s In the text Paul acknowledges four keys to serving the Lord through self-control.

Key 1 =v. 24 > Run in a way that you will win

What hurdles are faced when  -The running is living a life for the Lord by serving others

attempting to commit to a

disciplined life of: -The prize is a God Who is well pleased with a servant who was diligent with the
gifts that were given...

“Heart The ultimate prize is our Father saying,
“well done my good and faithful servant” (Matt 25:23)
-Mind
Key 2 =v. 25> In order to win the prize it takes discipline
-Soul Why does Paul use athletics as a describer of self-control?
-Training to be the best demands self-control
-Strength

Kobe Bryant shoots baskets for 3-5 hours per day
ITTtTttttTTTtt Sometimesathletes wake-up and say, “I don’t want to...but they do.”

We must face the fact that
many today are notoriously

Just like successful athletes...
. o : Christians must discipline themselves in all areas of life in order to win the prize:
careless in their living. This

attitude finds its way into the —Heart . .

church. We have liberty, we List 3 things you passionate about (what turns your crank)?
have money, we live in

comparative luxury. As a Is growing in Christ on the list?

result, discipline practically

has disappeared.

What would a violin solo -Mind
i;"é’;g l:}/\<eg ;\hi Sifr"ggon t;e v é}%owm §71H1Ut%s o) ﬁay do you spend in the Word?
all hanging loose, not
stretched tight, not
GRAAOALE AYSReK
-Soul

A-W. Tozer in Men Who Met 1y, many minutes per day do you spend in intentional meditation & prayer?

God

-Strength
Are there health concerns/issues that you have the ability to change that you ignore
which gives a bad testimony to the world?

*Neglect could inhibit your effectiveness of serving in the kingdom.



ILLUSTRATE
For the purpose of Godliness:

-Bible Intake = 2 Timothy 3:16
All Scripture is inspired by God
and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, for
training in righteousness

-Prayer = Colossians 4:2
Devote yourselves to prayer,
keeping alert in it with an atti-
tude of thanksgiving

-Worship = Matthew 4:10
Then Jesus said to him, "Go,
Satan! For it is written, YOU
SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD
YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM
hb[ , €

-Evangelism = John 20:21
So Jesus said to them again,
"Peace be with you; as the
Father has sent Me, | also
aSYyR @&2dz

-Service = John 13:14 - 15

If I then, the Lord and the
Teacher, washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one
another's feet. For | gave you
an example that you also
should do as I did to you.

-Giving = 2 Corinthians 9:7
Each one must do just as he
has purposed in his heart, not
grudgingly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful
giver

-Fasting = Matthew 17:21
But this kind does not go out
except by prayer and fasting
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(Continue)

Key 3 =v. 25 > The race of the Christian reaps eternal rewards

Christians are striving for an eternal, imperishable crown. This comes through a
life of self-control.

Athletes compete for a perishable crown.

Look around at the perishable / temporal crowns. From generation to generation,
the athletes change, the crowns lose significance. When talking with kids today
they don’t even know who “Mike” is (Michael Jordan).

Look around at the imperishable crowns.
List three people that have directly been impacted eternally because of your
serving the Lord with self-control:

Key 4 =v. 26 & 27 > Discipline is focused for the Christian
Paul admonishes Timothy in 1 Tim 4:7 = discipline yourself for thpurpose of

godliness

Focused Discipline Requires Three Understandings:

1 > Understanding the spiritual disciplines God expects to be exercised:
-Bible Intake =2 Timothy 3:16

-Prayer = Colossians 4:2

-Worship = Matthew 4:10

-Evangelism = John 20:21

-Service = John 13:14 - 15

-Giving = 2 Corinthians 9:7

-Fasting = Matthew 17:21

2 > Understanding the spiritual gifts God expects to be exercised:
Romans 12 is the key chapter explaining the Christians service unto the Lord with
their spiritual gift for the purpose of God’s glory.

3 > Understanding the spirit God expects to be exercised:

Upon salvation a Christian is given the Spirit of God. The fruit of this spirit is
self-control. Galatians 5:22 - 26 This is an attribute that comes from the overflow
of a Christian fully devoted to following the Lord.

Fruits of the Spirit are attitudes that bubble over into our actions. If we are of the
Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit.

Joy comes through knowing the freedom in serving Christ. When Christians are
living with the overflow of a devoted spirit, their testimony is so powerful that the
world sees the light and questions the source allowing for the Christian to give the
reason for the light.



Daniel

In 605 BCE, as a teenager,
Daniel was captured by the
Babylonian army, during its
first attack on Jerusalem. He
had been a member of the
royal house or of the nobility.
Daniel survived a terrible
persecution and spent the rest
of his long life in the city of
Babylon, in the service of the
royal court. He went by two
names: Daniel and
Belteschazzar.

Daniel is described as living in
Babylon for the entire
duration of the Babylonian
empire, a period of 72 years.
He arrived during the last year
in the reign of Nabopolassar,
stayed through the entire 45
year reign of Nebuchadnezzar,
assisted 5 succeeding kings,
survived through the
occupation by the Medes and
into the occupation of the
Persians. He was present as
Israel was taken into captivity;
he died two years after a
fragment of the Jews were
allowed to return to
Jerusalem.

The first six chapters of Daniel
NBFt SOG dalRy
was committed to service
unto the Lord.
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Daniel...a man of self-control, a life of service.
When we study the life of Daniel, we see that self-control ruled in a way that
allowed him to walk in confidence of the Lord’s leading.

Daniel served through:

-Daniel 1:1 — 21 = Godly Convictions
READ vs. 3-8
What are your convictions?

Are you willing to allow God to be in charge and let Him guide your actions?

-Daniel 2:1 — 23 = Godly Courage
READ vs. 14 - 16
When we react, do we react out of control or with wisdom and counsel?

-Daniel 4: 1 — 37 = Godly Confidence

READ v 19

Are we confident that God will speak through us when the pressure is too much to
bear?

-Daniel 5:1 — 31 = A Godly Calling

READ vs. 16 - 17

How many times do we jump from thing to thing assuming God is in it just
because it sounds good?

Self-control helps us with contentment. The grass is not always greener on the
other side.

Daniel was committed to serving the Lord with the gift He had given him.

Dapielbply- 1 5 GedlysGommitments
READv. 10
Are you committed to devotion and prayer daily?...No matter how tired you are?

-Daniel 6: 18 — 28 = Godly Conversations
How would we react given this situation?
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We are called to be bond-servants of Christ.
Serving others with every step of the way.

When we have self-control our soul leads us to serve others.
We serve others as a second nature before serving ourselves.

When we are out of control our eyes are looking inward, when we have
self-control our eyes will naturally look outward.

How do we serve in the Kingdom?
First you need to have self-control.

Serve Christ through worship
-Personal & Corporate

Serve Christians through teaching, ministry, and fellowship
-three totally different tasks

Serve the Community through evangelism
-use your talents and gifts to publically point to Christ

CONCLUDE:

Self-control will always be a battle.
*The spirit of God gives us self-control
Service is a byproduct of self-control

Ask the Father today to help you gain control with your mind, will, and emotion.
This will lead to a life of service, the life God calls all Christians to live.



Background Passage: The Calling of Suffering January 31
1 Peter

Background & Introduction
2 Peter 1:5 — 7 = 8 Callings of God
As disciples we are to be growing in these qualities:
Lesson Passage: Faith = Call of Salvation
1 Peter 4:12 - 19 Moral excellence = Call of Separation
Knowledge = Call of Sanctification
Self-Control = Call of Service

*Now when we come to faith we practice moral excellence and apply
knowledge, we then gainselff-c ont r ol éwe are saved, we

Focal Verse: >
are sanctified, and we serve.

1 Peter 4:19
We are ready to add to our qualities...Perseverance.
Therefore, those also

who suffer according to The term perseverance is defined in the Greek as patience in the Lord Jesus under

the will of God shall trials and undeserved affliction because of living and sharing the Gospel message.
entrust their souls to a

faithful Creator in doing  DISCUSS:

what is right. Who among us has had to or is currently answering the calling of suffering due to
having patience in the Lord because of undeserved affliction brought on by living
the Gospel message?

Biblical Truth:
For every believer there ~ Below is a list of the sufferings endured by the disciples as a result of their living

is a call of suffering. This for Christ Jesus in this world:

is an inevitable step on o
(27804 Poser~ fipgpran, Pregeler, martygeck uricd in Rome
Kined Andrew = fisherman, préacher in Greece, martyred
INECOM. < Ja < fisherman, preacher in Israel and Spain, early martyred
¢ KS [ KNA&GARYUE Cadddx'd , >pain, carly marty
. n = fisherman, preacher all over Mediterranean, exiled
EUE 19 o] e GEIrE. Philip = career unknown, preacher in Turkey, martyred
Bartholomew = career unknown, preacher in Iran, Iraq, & Turkey, martyred
Thomas = career unknown, preacher in southern India, speared to death

Matthew = tax collector, preacher in Judea, martyred in Ethiopia

Lesson Outline: James (the less) = career unknown, preacher in Egypt, martyred

Peter helps Christians Jude (Thaddaeus) = career unknown, preacher in Iraq, martyred with Simon
understand the: Simon (the zealot) = Israeli military, preacher in Egypt, martyred

1) Certainty of Suffering

2) Culture of Suffering We find out about perseverance and the calling of suffering in

3) Conviction of Suffering 1 Peter 4:12 —19.

Peter is writing to the Christians in Rome who have fallen prey to Nero. He
falsely blamed the Christians for the burning of Rome in A.D. 64, in which Nero
himself was guilty of setting ablaze.

Christians were enduring undeserved affliction as a result of their stand in the
Lord. We find Peter encouraging the followers of Christ to stand firm in their faith
as Christ shines through their lives and changes the world through their testimony
of faith.

*READ 1 Peter 4:12 - 19



ILLUSTRATION:

CNRY al NIAY
Small Catechism

"And lead us not into
temptation”

What does this mean?
"God indeed tempts no
one; but we pray in this
petition that God would
guard and keep us so
that the devil, the world,
and our flesh may not
deceive us not seduce us |
into misbelief, despair,
and other great shame
and vice; and though we
be assailed by them, that
still we may finally
overcome and obtain the
victory."

APPLICATION:

Is there a sense that God
is refining you into a new
creation every day?

Is Jesus so evident in
your life that the aroma
of Christ is undeniable to
the world?

Are your prayers such
that you expect a
breakthrough in your
walk everyday?

I NB
promise of His presence
in your times of
suffering?
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PdtefRH1SS ShNF%ts understand the:

1. Certainty of Suffering v. 12 - 14

THREE QUESTIONS TO ANSWER:

Who is suffering? = the beloved > the saints of God, the believers, Christians

What is the suffering? = any firebrands of Satan launched at a Christian for the
purpose of losing one’s testimony in Christ, thus leading to salt-less, dark
Christianity that has no impact in the culture. Some will suffer to become partners
with Christ through death.

Revelation 12:12 > as the return of Christ approaches closer each day, Satan
understands his own time is at hand. He wants nothing more than to stop the
Christian from proclaiming the Gospel to the lost, dying world.

Why is the suffering happening? = for testing in Christ so that a follower may
rejoice in the deliverance of their life into the hand of God the Creator. All the
glory will be given to the Lord so that the lost will see the light and change from
wickedness and make their home in the Heavenly Kingdom.

APPLICATION:

*Four Principles of Christian Suffering (not limited to four):

The stronger your faith, the greater the test (Job 1:1-2)

Job 1:12 = 'There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and that
man was blameless, upright, fearing God and turning away fronf8eiten sons
and three daughters were born to him.

Suffering reveals Jesus as Lord of your life, not self: Romans 14:7-8 "For not

one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for him%elfif we live, we live for

the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are
the Lord's.

Understand that as a Christian prays for stronger faith in order to fulfill

Goddés calling, they can expect suffer
2 Timothy 16-18 '° At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me.
May it not be charged against thethBut the Lord stood with me and strength-

ened me, so that the message might be preached fully through me, and that all the
Gentiles might hear. Also | was delivered out of the mouth of thé'fidnd the

Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly
kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!

Christians are never alone in the suffering: Romans 8:35-39 **Who will

@ 2dz Of | »separafeds fivgh R&ldve of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or swor2ust as it is written,

"FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG;

WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERfBDt"in all
these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who lovedFas.| am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powérapr height, nor depth, nor any other
created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.



ILLUSTRATION:

40 Countries worldwide
actively persecute
Christians for their faith.
When enduring suffering,
refrain from acting in the
flesh. As Peter states,
suffering in Christ brings
glory to God and shame
flees.

APPLICATION:
Matthew 10:19 & 20 =
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Peter helps Christians understand the:

2. Culture of Suffering v. 15 - 18

The culture in which Christians suffer is one that can push a Christian to the brink
of acting out frustration. This selfish, lack of control leads to sin, which takes the
glory off of God and leads to a stained witness.

TWO QUESTIONS TO ANSWER:

When do Christians suffer?

When Christians live loud for the Lord Jesus Christ, they will come against
opposition in life. Satan is ALWAYS looking for times to trap the Christian with
his evil schemes by using people, demons, circumstances, or his direct influence.
ALWAYS be on guard as he lurks constantly looking for ways to entangle you.

2 Timothy 2:25-26 “Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope
that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth,
%and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who

But when they arrest
you, do not worry about

what to say or how to
say it. At that time you
will be given what to say,
“for it will not be you
speaking, but the Spirit of
your Father speaking
through you.

1 Peter3:13¢17 =
Bwho is going to harm
you if you are eager to do
good? 1Byt even if you
should suffer for what is
right, you are blessed.
"Do not fear what they
fear]; do not be fright-
ened." But in your
hearts set apart Christ as
Lord. Always be prepared
to give an answer to eve-
ryone who asks you to
give the reason for the
hope that you have. But
do this with gentleness
and respect, 16keeping a
clear conscience, so that
those who speak mali-
ciously against your good
behavior in Christ may be
ashamed of their slander.
Y1t is better, if it is God's
will, to suffer for doing
good than for doing evil.

has taken them captive to do his will.

Where do Christians suffer?

When Christians live loud for the Lord Jesus Christ, they will come against
opposition in life. Satan is looking EVERYWHERE for places to trap Christians
with his evil schemes by using people, demons, circumstances, or his direct
influence.

Do not give into Satan’s myths that you can’t be a witness, because:

Community = You can volunteer in the schools and be a witness for Christ
Church = You can influence the apostates at Olive Baptist Church with your love
Work = You can live for Jesus at your workplace, be wise doing it

Family = You can continue to witness to your lost family

When cornered, the Christian can never react by rage leading to sin. This will ruin
the testimony leading to destructive behaviors that will take generations from
which to recover.

APPLICATION:
We are designed to survive the suffering.

*ALL Christians will face some sort of harassment when standing on the truth of
God’s Word.

When witnessing and the threat of persecution is real...
Matthew 10:19-20
1) Stop End Gaming v. 19
-Our human scenarios many times stifle the Spirit.
2) TRUST GOD...He will speak for us. V. 20
-What should we always be prepared to say? (See: 1Peter 3:13 - 17)

DISCUSS:

*Are you living in such a way that this culture scratches its head in amazement
that you still stand on the name of Jesus for your deliverance?

*What is holding you back from this kind of faith?



APPLICATION:

When we stand strong in the
faith of our Lord Jesus, we
must trust that God looks out
for our best interest.

We are called to be a witness
and live loud the Gospel of
Christ. Here is a series of
questions to ask to turn a
conversation toward the
Gospel

By Don Whitney
TTTTTTTTTTITITE
When you die, if God says to
you, "Why should | let you
into Heaven?", what would
you say? Are you interested in
what the Bible says about
your answer?

If you were to die tonight,
where do you think you would
spend eternity? Why? Are you
interested in what the Bible
says about this?

Do you think much about
spiritual things?

How is God involved in your
life?

How important is your faith to
you?

What has been your most
meaningful spiritual
experience?
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Peter helps Christians understand the:

3. Conviction of Suffering v. 19

The conviction or passion for the Christian to endure suffering occurs as a direct
promise from God the Creator:

Hebrews 13:5-6...1 will never leave you or forsake you

Knowing this fact, Christians are assured of God’s constant presence.

Why do Christians suffer?

Christians suffer only by living their life according to the will of God.

The difference in Christian suffering and human suffering is sin.

Christians that are running from God experience His punishment so that they will
repent. This is not suffering, this is discipline for sinful behavior.

*The right way of suffering: for the will of God alone
*The wrong way of suffering: for the recognition of man for some false reward

If the conviction to endure suffering is anything but brining glory to the Father, it
is wrong and self-centered.

A Christian can hold the conviction to endure the suffering that comes through
living the Christian life and proclaiming the Gospel only through the confidence
found in an omniscient God Who takes care of His children.

ONE QUESTION TO ANSWER:

How do Christians endure the suffering?

RECOGNIZE that God is in control and He plans to place His children in the
crock-pot in order to grow them up. This is the CONVICTION to suffer. God
creates us into a new creature to fully follow His ways and transform this world
with His power. He is the author and finisher of our faith. We entrust our souls to
His keeping.

In the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter concludes his letter with these words of
inspiration...

1 Peter 5:8-9 = ®Be selfcontrolled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devolResist him, standing firm in the
faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing
the same kind of sufferings.

Do you find that your religious
heritage answers your ques-
tions about life?

Do you have any kind of spiri-
tual beliefs? If what you
believe were not true, would
you want to know it? Well,
the Bible says. . ..

Christians are to put their eyes on Jesus and resist the Devil that lurks about.
-As Peter walked on the water, he placed his eyes on the circumstances that roared
rather than the King that acts. The devil will roar, Jesus will act, lifting you up so

that you can be all you were designed to be.
To you, who is Jesus?

APPLICATION:

Enduring the suffering is only done through being spiritually disciplined:
-Non-stop prayer life

-Daily walking with the Lord in the Word

-Fasting for breakthroughs

-Witnessing for the glory of God

| often like to pray for people |
meet; how can | pray for you?



Notes:

The Calling of Suffering January 31

CHRISTIAN...HERE IS THE REALITY...

If you are not suffering, you are not living in the will of God.

Only you can answer the question of suffering in your own life.
Suffering is a calling of God to those who are growing in Christ Jesus.
There is no escape and as Paul says,

Philippians 1:21-30

?IFor to me, to live is Christ and to die is ga&fBut if | am to live on in the flesh,

this will mean fruitful labor for me; and | do not know which to chddBat | am
hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ,
for that is very much bettéfyet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for
your sakeéConvinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with you all
for your progress and joy in the faitPso that your proud confidence in me may
abound in Christ Jesus through my coming to you agf@nly conduct yourselves

in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you or
remain absent, | will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one
mind striving together for the faith of the gosfit no way alarmed by your op-
ponents-which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that
too, from God?°For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to be-
lieve in Him, but also to suffer for His sakexperiencing the same conflict which
you saw in me, and now hear to be in me.

For the church will always be in the fire because we are called out from the world.
Psalm 2 states very clearly that we will always be at odds with this world:

Why are the nations in an uproar And the peogiagsing a vain thing? The kings
of the earth take their stand And the rulers take counsel together Against the
LORDand against His Anointed, saying,

"Let us tear their fetters apart, And cast away their cords from us!"

We must come to understand that perseverance is essential for the growing
Christian. If not, we will never come to maturity as a disciple maker.

The Goal is NOT to look forward to suffering
The Goal is to bring glory to God through the suffering.

This is only accomplished by fulfilling the Great Mission the Lord’s Commission.
We build faith when we share the Gospel with the world, starting with the closest
friends and allowing God to open doors everywhere we go.

That is our focus, to live in such a way that Jesus is glorified so that the world
demands an answer from us. When that demand comes, we deliver the hope.

By answering the calling of suffering, we acknowledge that we are in the middle
of God’s will and the arrows of this world are piercing us, yet we persist because
the Holy Spirit dwells within us giving us power to joyfully overcome any
persecution that will come our way. This is done all in God’s hand and for His

glory.



