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	Well we’re in Psalm 81.  Thank you so many of you for asking how our trip was.  We’ve been away.  Thank you, church leadership, for allowing us to slip away and extend ministry by resting.  It’s a biblical concept and we’re grateful to God for it.  The last few days Liz and I took a cruise out of Boston around Maine and Nova Scotia and down into Quebec and Montreal and then flew home late last Saturday evening.  

	So two Sundays ago I went to church on the ship.  They said it was a Christian group led by the parishioners.  I said, “I’m going to that.”  There were 16 of us that showed up for church.  Four sisters, we made them the choir.  They were the singers and a layman from central Florida was there kind of early and he kind of led out and everything.  I just sat in the back.  When they went around they asked where we were from.  I said, “I’m from Pensacola.”  The gentleman, he said, “Pensacola.”  He said, “At our church we had a guy come preach at our church from Pensacola.  He was from Olive Road Baptist Church.”  He said, “I think his name was Taylor.”  He said, “Do you know him?”  I said, “Oh yeah.  He’s really good.  You’d want to go to his church if you lived in Pensacola.”  We had a great fellowship time then.  It wound up he was one of Dwayne Mercer, my good friend’s deacons down in central Florida.  We made a picture and sent it to Dwayne.  I said, “You’ve got a backslidden deacon on this cruise and we’re trying to help him get right with the Lord.”  But it was good to rest a few days and be back with you.

	I’m in the 81st Psalm today and in a moment I’m going to ask you to stand and read with me aloud the first five verses and then drop out and I’m going to read, beginning in verse 6 through verse 16, where you’ll find really my thematic text in verse 16 today coming out of this particular psalm.  Just before we stand and read Psalm 81 and you read aloud the first five verses, let me thank you, the 600 plus of you that showed up yesterday for the Shadow of the Cross.  Over 600 people came.  

We scattered out all over this area and we knocked on doors and met, well, thousands of people and inviting them to a place called Olive.  We’re going to do it again next Saturday.  We were planning to do it all month.  I’m not sure, I think we’ll get finished next Saturday with the great turnout that we had but you come join us and next Saturday morning we’ll meet here at 10:00.  We fellowship for a little while but about 10:30 we go out for about an hour or hour and 15 minutes and visit people in a two-mile radius.  We’ve got a little bit left to do and we’re going to stretch that out just a little farther for next Saturday.  We may get done.  We’ll let you know but we’re on it next Saturday morning.  Thank you for being a part of that.

	It was one of the sweetest fellowship times I’ve ever had in this church out in that foyer with over 600 people yesterday morning.  It was absolutely incredible.  I told Dr. Stan, I said, “If we don’t reach a soul, this is worth coming together just to encourage God’s people.”  It was good.  But we’ll reach some people through that.  It was a good time so you join us next Saturday morning if at all possible.  

	Let’s rise and we stand and we’re on our feet and I will begin reading and you join me in verse 1 through verse 5.  Then drop out and I will continue in verse number 6.  Now this psalm is associated with the feast of the booths.  This is remembering, coming out of Egypt in the Exodus and the Jews would then go outside of their home and for seven days they’d set up kind of a lean-to, in a booth, like they were living in that time of pilgrimage and God would help them remember.  This psalm helps them look back at the providence and the goodness of God and they would annually then go outside their homes and sit and live in those little shack lean-tos for the festival of the booths and this is one of the psalms that gave birth out of that.  Psalm 81.  You join me in verses 1 through 5.

Sing for joy to God our strength;
Shout joyfully to the God of Jacob.
Raise a song, strike the timbrel,
The sweet sounding lyre with the harp.
Blow the trumpet at the new moon,
At the full moon, on our feast day.
For it is a statute for Israel,
An ordinance of the God of Jacob.
He established it for a testimony in Joseph
When he went throughout the land of Egypt.
I heard a language that I did not know:
[Now just think of that.  This is praise.  He’s saying, “Strike up the band, the orchestra, the instruments.  Shout.  Blow the horn.  Remember, you were in a land where you heard the language you did not know and yet I brought you out of there.  Then I begin in verse 6.  He says:]
“I relieved his shoulder of the burden,
His hands were freed from the basket.
“You called in trouble and I rescued you;
I answered you in the hiding place of thunder;
I proved you at the waters of Meribah [where the rock gave out that water]. Selah.  [It’s a pause in the song.]
“Hear, O My people, and I will admonish you;
O Israel, if you would listen to Me!
“Let there be no strange god among you;
Nor shall you worship any foreign god.
“I, the Lord, am your God,
Who brought you up from the land of Egypt;
Open your mouth wide and I will fill it.
“But My people did not listen to My voice,
And Israel did not obey Me.
“So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart,
To walk in their own devices.
“Oh that My people would listen to Me,
That Israel would walk in My ways!
“I would quickly subdue their enemies
And turn My hand against their adversaries.
“Those who hate the Lord would pretend obedience to Him,
And their time of punishment would be forever.
“But I would feed you with the finest of the wheat, [and my thought for this morning]
And with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.”[footnoteRef:1]	 [1:  Scripture quotations taken from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission.] 


	“With honey from the rock, I would satisfy you.”  God promised all that He would do if His people would listen and obey but they did not and God gave them over to the stubbornness of their own souls.  Are you listening to God this day?  Are you walking and obeying God’s command today?  If you are, get ready.  I’m here to tell you, He’s going to send honey from the rock just for you.  He will do it and may God bless the reading of His holy, inerrant, and matchless word.

	Honey from the rock.  If you’ve visited the land of Israel, you may have seen that up on some of those high cliffs the bees would make their hives in those rocks and at a certain time of the summer with the sunshine on it you can see honey come running out of that rock, gleaming like gold where the honey is coming out of those crevices.  

Bees will place honey in a lot of places.  Right out here behind this church building we built a ball field and before we did there was a large, two-story house out there.  We got ready to tear it down and they said, “Pastor, you get on the backhoe and you knock a wall down.”  Well I’d never run one of those things.  So I said, “Well let’s do it.”  I said, “You stay on here with me.”  He said, “Just take this handle and bring that bucket over.”  When I did I just broke out a wall.  I said, “What else do we need to do here?”  And all of a sudden the guy that was on the backhoe jumped off and I looked around and I heard it – that house was full of bees and there was honey running in the walls of that house.  

We called Gerald Miller.  Gerald came and Barry Tidwell and they put on their suit.  They went in and got the honey and the honeycomb.  We ate honey out of that house.  I said, “My Lord, if Grandmother was here with some biscuits we’d have church.”  

	I love honey.  I eat it nearly every day of my life on cereal, bread, tea I put it in.  The picture is beautiful.  “If you will obey Me.”  Out of places you do not even expect it, in God’s providence honey comes.  Don’t you know there are times in your life and there’s been in mine when we didn’t think God was going to come through and here came the honey out of a rock.  We thought illness – no, God came through.  We didn’t know we were going to make it.  We didn’t have enough finances and God came through.  It looked like we were not going to reach what we needed to do and God came through like honey out of a rock.  Oh the providential promises of Almighty God to His people.

	I want you to look with me at three simple thoughts out of this text today from the Psalm 81.  See with me first of all the provision.  The provision of the honey from the rock.  The bees and the ridges produce the summer honey.  God provides for us out of the rock.  He speaks of the waters in verse 7 coming at Meribah.  You know that.  That God didn’t give honey out of the rock but He gave water out of the rock.  When they were walking in that wilderness land and did not have it to drink, God, out of a rock miraculously in His provision gave – let me tell you, friend, God provides for His people.  The provision.

	Then we read that great text over in I Corinthians chapter 10 and verse 4 that Paul borrows right out of that when he tells us that Christ is the rock.  You look at it in I Corinthians chapter 10 and verse number 4 and you will find that he speaks of that rock and he says, “Who’s the rock?”  The rock is Christ.  It’s out of the rock of Christ that comes our provision.  

	Now listen to me, everybody that’s in this room.  God’s provided a way for you for your salvation.  Jesus Christ the Nazarene lived and died.  He gave His life for you.  He took your sin and died for you and He is the rock of our salvation and the sweet honey of forgiveness comes from Christ and Christ alone but you must come to the rock.  

I stood right here on Friday for one of the saddest days I’ve ever had as a pastor of this church.  Sitting on that front row that’s empty right now sat a widow not yet 50 years old.  Two daughters, one on each side, both lovely girls in our youth program.  Their daddy just three days before working out in his own garage lifting weights, massive heart attack and fell over dead.  Forty-six years old he was.  Barry Roberson taught eighth grade students in this church for years.  He went to Mexico on a mission trip.  The Mexican kids spit in his face.  Barry loved them through the spit and on the last day they were there they couldn’t pry that little boy away from him.  

He took his family to Africa.  When I passed by the casket this week, I looked down and he had a wooden insignia around his neck on a lace and I later asked Melissa.  I noticed she had on one.  I said, “What is that?”  She said, “Barry found that.  It’s an African symbol that means God above all.”  She said, “When he would put that on, pastor, he would just kind of stand a little straighter because you see, he got saved when he said he was a little boy but he then went away from God.”  She said, “When we started back here to Olive God broke him.  Years ago he fell on his face and said, ‘I want to be a man after God’s heart.  I want God above all.’”

That’s the provision of God.  God provided for you.  You’re forgiven.  He’ll forgive you if you’ll come to Him.  If you’re going to play a game, He says no but if you’ll get right with God and honest with God and transparent with God, I’m telling you, He makes provision.  Jesus is not just the way, He’s the only way.  He’s all you need in knowing God.  This rock is Jesus, the sure foundation, the provision of the honey from the rock.

Secondly, see with me the promise of the honey from the rock.  He says with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.  He promises, “I will do it.”  Over and over and over and over again, Exodus 3:8, Exodus 3:17, Exodus 13:5, Exodus 33:3.  We find this said about Canaan where God’s people were going.  God said, “I’m going to send you to the Promised Land, a land flowing with milk and honey.”  The scripture’s replete with it.  You just hear it over and over.  It’s the promise of God, the sweetness of God.  Canaan is the sweet spirit-filled life, filled with the promises of Almighty God.  Friend, God’s given us so many promises.  Psalm 19:9-10 speaks of those promises where the Bible says:  The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether.  They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.	

That’s the word of God.  That’s where the promises come from.  Psalm 119:103:  How sweet are Your words to my taste!  Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  Are the promises, the promises, the promises of Almighty God.  What’s God promised us?  Well He says, “If you’d believe I’ll save you.”  That’s the promise of God.  After you get saved He said, “I’ll keep you.”  He said, “I’ll never forsake you.  I will comfort you.”  I will never forget Melissa, that widow sitting on that front row shared with me sitting in her home and then said it to me again in the foyer before we walked in here Friday for that funeral.  She said, “Pastor, Jesus has never let me down and He’s not going to start today.”  You can count on the promises of Almighty God.  He will save you.  He will keep you.  He’ll never forsake you.  He will comfort you.  He will strengthen you.  He’ll give you strength for the journey.

Now today I want you to turn on your ears because point three is really what I came to preach to you about today.  Not only the provision of the honey and not only the promise of it but the prerequisite of honey from the rock.  If you’re going to have honey from the rock there are some things that have got to happen in your life if you’re going to receive the sweetness of God’s spirit.  Look in this text in verse 11.  He says that he would do this but my people did not listen.  Israel did not obey.  Verse 15.  Those who hate the Lord pretended obedience to Him.  

Friend, if you’re going to know the sweetness of the honey from the rock you must listen to God, you must obey God, you must walk with God, you must repent, dear Christian friend.  You must repent of your deafness.  Not hearing God, of not listening, repent of not hearing God of your deafness.  Repent of your defiance of not doing what God has told you to do.  

Repent of your deception, of being like those in verse 15, that those that hate God would pretend that they love Him.  My Lord, we’ve got too many pretenders in the church today.  Fakes, fraud.  Lord, I’ve got to where I don’t even turn on the television anymore when it’s news time.  This lying and carrying on and people saying this, that, and fake news.  I just said, “Dear God,” the other day when I heard it.  I said, “Lord, help us get over fake Christians.”  Those that pretend.  That’s their deception.

I’m telling you, God’s looking for Christian soldiers today.  He’s looking for some people that are under His authority that are in full obedience, that are ready for battle, brave, have a spirit of heroism, that have counted the cost and said, “I’m willing and ready to pay it.  I’m not playing a game anymore.  I’m ready to enlist.  I’m ready to be on the front line.  I’m ready for God to do a work in my life.”  It’s the prerequisite for the honey from the rock.  You can’t play a game and know the joy of God.  

C.T. Studd was a Cricket player.  I don’t mean he killed crickets.  I mean Cricket’s a game, alright?  He was a Cricket player over a hundred years ago in England.  He would have been likened to Tom Brady for us today in American football.  C.T. Studd was a huge name and C.T. Studd sold out to Jesus.  I mean he got right with God.  He left all.  After he got right with God he got a huge inheritance and he gave it all away.  He said, “God’s called me to go as a missionary to the world and I will not trust the money of man to meet the needs.”  I thought in my soul, well did God not just meet your need?  But for C.T. he said no.  He gave five great gifts.  One of the gifts was a gift that started, he gave it to the Moody Institute.  He started the Moody Institute.  His was the first gift.  Moody churches are still alive in Chicago today because over 100 years ago C.T. Studd gave away everything he had.  

C.T. Studd said, “Anything less than full obedience to the call of Jesus is to be a chocolate Christian.”  He said, “Chocolate Christians dissolve in water.  They melt in heat.  They are,” C.T. Studd said, “sweeties, bonbons, lollipops in the church, living on a glass dish or in a cardboard box clad in soft little frilled, white paper to preserve their delicate constitutions.”  My Lord.  Churches are filled with chocolate Christians, melting, dissolving, sweet bonbons.  C.T. Studd called them lollipops, that at the least little trouble they melt away and they live their life for their own delicate constitution.  

What would happen in the church of the living God if members got saved, listened to God, obeyed God, and walked with God?  What if we repented of our deafness, our defiance, and our deception?  Do you want to know the number one problem with us not doing that?  It’s the little word self.  Self.  It’s our self-will, our self-confidence, our self-exaltation.  It’s just self.  Jesus, in Matthew’s gospel chapter 16.  You might want to turn there.  In Matthew 16, verse 21:  

From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.  Peter took Him aside to rebuke him.  He rebuked Jesus saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.”  But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.”  There it is.  Self.  That’s the problem.  Verse 24.  Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself [self, self, deny himself], and take up his cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”

What we need at Olive Baptist Church is a wide, sweeping revival of the loss of self.  Yes.  Take up our cross.  You want to know why God allows crosses to come in your life?  It’s to get you over yourself.  When those crosses come, he says, “Take it up” because he knows you can’t carry it on your own.  It’ll cause you to stumble and finally crash and cry out, “O God, I can’t do it.”  Take up your cross and follow Him.  I would to God that we’d have some real soldier men of God rise up and go forward with the gospel.  Yes, sir.  Not lollipops, not sweeties but people who have the meekness and the gentleness and yet the tenacity of the Lord Jesus.  Yeah.  That only comes when you get over yourself.

I met with our staff on Tuesday and I said, “It’s always good for me to go away because I have great reflection."  Psalm 81 is where I kind of lived this last month.  God always does a new thing in my life when I just kind of get away.  I spent a week up on the lake in Alexander City, Alabama on Lake Martin.  I was by myself the first three days.  On Sunday there was a little church down there.  I’ve always seen it.  I’d never been to it so I just went to it.  There were 46 of us in church that Sunday.  I walked in and slipped in on the back and sat down.  The pastor came to me and he said, “How about preaching for me today?”  He’s 76 years old.  I did not realize he was going to resign the next Sunday.  He didn’t tell me.  Somebody else later called me and told me.  I said, “No, Brother Ed, I’m just here for you to minister to me.”  Man, did he preach an exposition out of Thessalonians.  Man, it was good.  He preached on the rapture of the church.  It was good stuff.  I just waved my handkerchief and said Amen.  

I looked around that building.  I thought, God raise us up.  I said, “Lord, you’ve given us so much at Olive.  If we could just get a core of godly men and women.”  I said, “Lord, we’ve got a lot of them but if we could just double that number, we’d take our town for Christ.  We’d bring our families back home.”  But we’ve got to get over ourselves.  We’ve got to get dead to ourselves, over our self-will and our self-exaltation and self-confidence.  Paul picked up on it and he said it in Galatians chapter 2 and verse 20 that I am crucified with Christ.  It’s no longer I who live.  You see, I’m dead to self.  I’ve got to die to me.  It’s Christ that lives in me and the life which I now live I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

When you read Philippians chapter 2 it says:  Have this mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus who humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.  Friend, what you’ve got to do is get dead.  You say, “Preacher, what are you talking about?”  You’ve got to die to yourself.  You see, we, when we’re baptized – some of you have never been baptized.  You need to be baptized because when you’re baptized you’re identifying with the death of Christ and then with the resurrection of Christ.  It’s in ourselves.  You see, life comes out of a grave.  Jesus is the eternal Son of God because of the grave.  It was in the grave that He came out.  That’s the way you’ll be.  When you get to the grave of self, it’s there that God’ll bring you out with honey from the rock.  

At my house there are two huge, huge oak trees.  One is in the front yard. It’s large but then there’s one which is a heritage oak out to the side.  I cannot reach around it myself.  It is huge.  Do you know that every oak tree started in death?  An acorn went in the ground somewhere and died and that acorn provided the tomb for a tree like that.  That tree came out of a tomb.  There had to be death.  Let me tell you, friend, if you’re going to be a mighty man or woman for God it’ll all grow out of a tomb.  The tomb of death where you die to yourself.  I’m not a big professional football man but I watched a few minutes last night of the Hall of Fame and old Kurt Warner.  When he got to the end he just raised his hands up and was thanking everybody but he finally said – old Kurt’s sold out to Jesus.  He thanked His God, His Savior.  

Dear friend, most of us will never be in that kind of situation of a Hall of Fame but when we come to the tomb and die to ourselves, God’ll raise us up.  I’m telling you, we’re going somewhere one day where the Bible says your name’s going to be written in the Lamb’s book of life and that is really the hall of fame.  It’s where God knows your name and He raises you up.  My Lord, He’ll raise us up like an army to go out.  God, forgive us of too many chocolate Christians, sweeties, lollipops, bonbons.  That God would raise up a soldier and send us out.

So I’m struggling with this.  I can’t tell you the number of times I’ve dealt with death to self.  I get to the altar and crawl off.  You ever do that?  Amen.  But every time I get to that place I’m getting closer to Jesus.  I’ll have something I have to bring back to the altar and bring it there.  Liz and I were on that cruise ship.  I’d spend my time with the Lord and as we got off, I said, “Lord, use us today that we could just share the gospel with somebody.”  When we were planting a church in Montreal, they gave me a ball cap that said Montreal.  I wore it everywhere I went up there.  Two Jewish people stopped me and asked me about my Montreal hat.  We were able to share the gospel.  

Let me tell you, friend, God wants to use you.  You say, “He couldn’t use me.”  Oh yes he can.  If he can bring honey out of a rock, He can use you but the prerequisite is you’ve got to get dead to you.  You’ve got to die to yourself and live to Christ.  “Peter, you’re the devil.  Get behind me.  Take up your cross, come, and follow Me.”

I was listening online when Shaun said 106 times, “Just show up.”  I said, “Amen.  If we’d just show up, God’ll do something.”  Where you’ve got to show up is at the grave and dead to yourself.  Out of that grave is going to come a great oak tree in your life.  Honey. There it is.  From a rock.  God will do a miracle in you if you’d but get over yourself.  It’s not us.  It’s Christ in us that is the hope of glory.  

So I preached the funeral.  Melissa’s family was here and Barry’s family.  There was a young man about 45 from a little country town in Georgia that came up to me.  He shook my hand, tears coming down his face and he said, “Preacher, I never expected it.”  I looked at him funny.  He said, “I just never thought in my life that I’d come to a big, old church like this from my little country town in Georgia and hear the gospel preached.”  I said, “What did you think you were going to hear?”  He said, “Well I don’t know.”  I know what he thought.  The only way you can grow a church is get easy and not preach crucifixion and resurrection.  Oh no.  That’s the reason a church grows.  People are looking for a sound word today.  Church family, I want to thank you for being God’s people but we’re not there.  I’m not there.  It’s easy to get soft and easy to become a chocolate Christian if you’re not careful.

It’s time this afternoon when we get up and get to Ferry Pass School and we get to Warrington School.  It’s time we get down to that Civitan Park in Warrington.  It’s time we get out and meet all our friends and bring them to a place where Jesus can change their life.  Honey from the rock.

Would you just bow your head with me this morning?  He’s made provision.  If you’ve never trusted Him, I want to lead us in a prayer and if you’ve never prayed to receive Christ I want you to call on Him today to save you.  Pray something like this, “Lord Jesus, thank you for loving me.  Thank you for dying for me.  I confess I’m a sinner.  I ask you to come into my life and change me and I pledge to live for you as you would give me grace to do it.”
